Use of a male-specific DNA probe to distinguish female mosquitoes of the Anopheles gambiae species complex.
A method has been developed to distinguish between mated female individuals of the sibling species Anopheles gambiae Giles sensu stricto and Anopheles arabiensis Patton. The DNA probe pAna1, reported by Gale & Crampton (1987a) to be useful for the specific identification of An. arabiensis males, is here shown to be sufficiently sensitive to deduce the species identity of inseminated females from the identity of the sperm contained within the spermatheca.